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Call for  
Directors open
The Copper Mark is calling for 
applications for Directors to help lead 
us through the next phase of growth. 
Our organisation is evolving its 
governance structure and identity to 
advance a full value chain approach to 
support responsible production from 
mine to the end user.

Once appointed, Directors will have a seat at the 
decision-making table as we expand our work 
to boost responsible production at more sites 
around the globe. To fit the Copper Mark’s evolving 
governance structure, this recruitment is for Board 
of Directors seats allocated for the following 
categories:

Consolidated Mining Standard Initiative

The Copper Mark and our partners with the Consolidated Mining Standard Initiative 
(CMSI) invited rights-holders and stakeholders to submit comments during the final public 
consultation on the Consolidated Standard, Assurance Process and Claims Policy ahead 
of finalisation. The consultation closed earlier this month. We appreciate the time taken by 
the many people who provided feedback. These submissions will help us to drive positive 
outcomes for both people and the environment throughout mineral and metal value chains. 
In the coming weeks we will publish a detailed consultation report and verbatim submissions 
as the CMSI process advances towards finalisation in 2026.

Chain of Custody Standard

The public consultation for our revised Chain of Custody Standard also closed earlier this 
month and we thank those who contributed. Public feedback is critical to ensure the finalised 
standard addresses barriers to adoption and extends beyond copper to molybdenum, 
nickel and zinc productions sites. Ultimately, this standard is a tool to promote value chain 
transparency and build confidence in responsible sourcing practices and claims. The next 
steps will include consolidating feedback and review by our technical working group, 
towards a launch of the standard in the new year.

We recently surpassed the significant 
milestone of 100 awarded sites. 
These Recipients operate across the 
copper, molybdenum, nickel and zinc 
value chains in 22 countries and six 
continents, produce 40% of the world’s 
mined copper and are 40% comprised 
of standalone smelting, refining and 
fabrication sites.

The Copper Mark and the Initiative for 
Responsible Mining Assurance (IRMA) 
recently conducted an integrated 
assessment of the Quellaveco mine in 
Peru, with assurance and verification 
firm ERM CVS. 

This integrated assessment shows how a collaborative 
and pragmatic approach can reduce the assurance 
burden for sites seeking to improve their performance and 
demonstrate their responsible production practices.

Michèle Brülhart, Executive Director and  
Mike Smith, Director for Value Chain, were in The 
Hague, Netherlands to kick off our Initiative for 
Responsible Renewable Energy Value Chains, 
in collaboration with the IRBC Agreement for the 
Renewable Energy Sector and the Solar Stewardship 
Initiative (SSI). The event hosted discussions on critical 
issues for responsible producers across the value chain 
and provided a platform for actors to connect.  
(Read more about the initiative here)

Congratulations to our newest Recipients, bringing us to a 
total of 103 awarded sites:

• SK Nexilis’ Jeongeup copper foil factory

• Molymet’s Molymex molybdenum roasting site

• Southwire’s Carrolton Building, Carrolton Rod, Douglas,
and Starkville copper fabrication plants

• Sumitomo’s Toyo copper smelter and refinery

• Aurubis’ Lünen metal recycling plant

• Aurubis’ Hamburg copper and nickel smelter and refinery

The Copper Mark’s evolved governance structure was developed through the Consolidated Mining Standard 
Initiative, with extensive input obtained through consultation with the public and a wide array of stakeholders. 
It features an independent Board, comprising 17 persons, including one Independent Chair and 16 non-
executive Directors equally balancing commercial and non-commercial interests from both mining (upstream) 
and value chain (downstream) participants. 

We invite interested candidates to view the criteria, roles and responsibilities and apply now or nominate 
potential candidates here. The closing date for applications and nominations is 7 January 2026. 

Mining Stakeholders  
Directors from mining affected stakeholders and 
rights-holders. This will include one Director 
representing each of the following: Indigenous 
Peoples, labour, social/human rights and 
environment, with a blend of local/regional and 
global perspectives.

Value Chain Companies  
Directors from value chain companies including: 
two consumer facing companies, one standalone 
recycler, smelter or refiner; and a component 
manufacturer.

Value Chain Stakeholders  
Directors from non-commercial value chain 
stakeholders committed to responsible minerals and 
metals value chains. To be drawn from the following 
two categories: (i) international NGOs, multi-lateral 
organisations, multistakeholder initiatives and 
academics; and (ii) directly affected stakeholders 
who reflect social, community, environmental or 
labour concerns.

Call for 
Independent 
Chair closed

The call for Directors follows our call for applications 
for the Independent Chair to lead the new Board of 
Directors which closed on 3 November. There was 
significant interest globally and the applications 
are now under review ahead of the appointment 
decision. We sincerely appreciate the time and 
interest invested by the applicants and nominators. 

100 RECIPIENTS!
Australia
Olympic Dam; Cadia Valley Operations; 
Nyrstar Hobart PTY Ltd.

Belgium
Aurubis Olen NV; Aurubis Beerse NV; 
Nyrstar Belgium NV; Molymet  
Belgium NV

Brazil
Piauí Níquel Metais S/A

Bulgaria
Aurubis Bulgaria AD

Canada
Highland Valley Copper; Trail 
Operations; Nexans Montreal-East Plant

Chile
Sociedad Contractual Minera El Abra; 
Minera Escondida Limitada; Minera 
Spence Limitada; Minera Centinela; 
Compañia Minera Zaldivar SpA; Los 
Bronces; El Soldado; Chagres; Minera 
Los Pelambres; Minera Antucoya; 
División El Teniente; Distrito Candelaria; 
Complejo Industrial Molynor SA; 
Mantos Blancos; Mantoverde; SCM 
Minera Lumina Copper (Caserones); 
División Ventanas; División Salvador; 
División Andina; División Radomiro 
Tomic; División Chuquicamata; División 
Gabriela Mistral; División Ministro Hales; 
Michilla; Teck Carmen de Andacollo 
Operation; Quebrada Blanca Operation

DRC
Tenke Fungurume Mining SA (TFM); 
Mutanda Mining SARL; Kamoto Copper 
Company SA

Finland
Boliden Harjavalta Oy; Boliden 
Kokkola Oy

France
Nexans LENS Plant

Germany
Aurubis Hamburg; Aurubis Stolberg 
GmbH & Co. KG; Aurubis Lünen

Indonesia
PT Freeport Indonesia (Grasberg);  
PT Amman Mineral Nusa Tenggara

Japan
Hitachi Refinery; Saganoseki Smelter & 
Refinery; Naoshima Smelter & Refinery; 
Onahama Smelter & Refinery; Hibi Kyodo 
Smelting Co.Ltd; Toyo Smelter & Refinery

Korea (Republic of)
Onsan Smelter & Refinery; SK Nexilis 
Jeongeup Factory

Mexico
Unidad Planta Metalúrgica; Unidad 
La Caridad; Grupo Essex Solutions 
Torreon, S de RL de CV: Torreon; 
lndustrial Minera México, SA de 
CV - Refineria Electrolitica de Zinc; 
Buenavista del Cobre SA / Operadora 
de Minas e Instalaciones Mineras SA de 
CV /Minera Mexico SA de CV; Molymex

Mongolia
Oyu Tolgoi LLC
Peru
Sociedad Minera Cerro Verde SA; 
Compañia Minera Condestable SA; 
Mina Justa; Southern Peru Copper; 
Corporation, Peru Branch, Industrial 
Unit of Cuajone; Southern Peru Copper 
Corporation, Peru Branch, Industrial Unit 
of Ilo; Southern Peru Copper Corporation, 
Peru Branch, Industrial Unit of Toquepala
Poland
KGHM Polska Miedź S.A. Oddzial Huta 
Miedzi: Glogów; KGHM Polska Miedź 
S.A. Oddzial Huta Miedzi: Legnica
Spain
Atlantic Copper
Sweden
Boliden Mineral AB Rönnskär
The Netherlands
Nyrstar Budel BV; Freeport-McMoRan 
Inc Rotterdam
United Kingdom
Freeport-McMoRan Inc Stowmarket
United States of America
Essex Solutions USA LLC: Columbia 
City, Indiana; Essex Solutions USA 
LLC: Fort Wayne, Indiana; Essex 
Solutions USA LLC: Franklin, Indiana; 
Southwire Starkville; Southwire 
Douglas Plant; Carrolton Rod Plant; 
Southwire Carrolton Building Wire Plant; 
Kennecott Utah Copper LLC; Morenci; 
Miami; El Paso; Bagdad; Chino; Tyrone; 
Sierrita; Safford; Climax; Henderson; 
Denton; Lafayette; Bremen; Fort 
Madison; Nyrstar Clarksville Inc; Red 
Dog Operation; Pinto Valley Mine

CELEBRATING 

New Recipients 

New Participants

PUBLIC CONSULTATION UPDATES

We are 60 
Partners strong!

Welcome to our three newest 
participants, including our first 
from Ecuador. 

We look forward to working together as you progress 
through our assurance process.

• Adani Enterprises’ Kutch copper smelter and refinery

• Vedanta’s Sterlite Copper, Silvassa copper rod plant

• EcuaCorriente’s Mina Mirador copper mine

In November we welcomed Erat, a 
Turkey-based cable manufacturer 

as our 60th Partner. 

Pictured at Quellaveco, from left, Michelle Smith, Assurance Director, IRMA 
and Mayra Diaz del Olmo Oliveira, Assessor and Responsible Supply 
Chains Programme Manager, the Copper Mark.

It’s been a busy season for the 
Copper Mark, brimming with 
opportunities to connect with  
key stakeholders.

Chief Operating Officer Hillary Amster attended the 
Responsible Business Alliance (RBA) annual meeting 
in Washington DC to meet with downstream companies 
and other stakeholders and participate in a workshop 
on artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) led by the 
European Partnership for Responsible Minerals.

Mike Smith led a session at the Intergovernmental 
Forum on Mining, Minerals, Metals and 
Sustainable Development (IGF) in Geneva, to share 
insights and explore case studies about how to embed 
responsible production across the full renewable energy 
value chain.

Director of Outreach and Research, Alicia Polo y  
La Borda participated in a panel at Raw Materials 
Week 2025, in Brussels, Belgium on Critical Raw 
Materials in Circular Motion: EU actions, global insight, 
industry innovation. She also joined panel discussions at 
side events including Euromines’ Europe’s Lithium Paradox 
and EUMICON’s High-Level Dinner Debate.
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Pictured from left: Martin Kampffmeyer, Senior Decarbonisation Manager, 
Aurubis; Awaz Alfadil, Global SCM Material Sustainability Lead – 
Transformers, Hitachi Energy; Mike Smith, Director for Value Chain, the 
Copper Mark; Elodie Souffre, CFO Metallurgy, Nexans; and Jean-Marie Kanda 
Ntumba, Senior Advisor to the President, Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Hillary Amster pictured at the RBA event with Rodrigue Makelele, founder of 
Vijana Africa. 
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